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Easy Pearl Bead Bracelet   

Pattern by Catherine Chant 

Craft: Beading (Stringing) 

Skill Level: Beginner 

Gauge: N/A 

Finished size: Customizable 
   

Overview 

This pearl bead bracelet is a great beginner beading project and 
makes a good introduction to jewelry making. The central jewelry-
making technique used here is stringing, which anyone can do (even 
children). The tools needed to complete the project are general 
household items like tape and scissors, and the supplies can be 
found in any general crafts store. 

Beading Instructions 

1. Measure your wrist circumference with the flexible measuring 
tape (or use a string to measure, and then place the string along a 
ruler to get the inches).  

2. Add 4 inches to your wrist measurement.  

3. Cut that length of stretchy cord from the spool.  

 

 

 

 

Materials 

• Flexible measuring tape (or string & 
ruler) 

• Scissors 
• 1 spool of stretchy beading cord* 
• Sticky tape 
• Crystal or Glass Pearl Beads** 
• Aluminum foil (small sheet) 
• Water-proof glue***  
• Toothpick 
 
*Example uses .8mm Darice® clear cord 

**Example uses Crystazzi® 6mm pearls 
from Michael’s crafts store 

***Example uses Zap-Goo® all purpose 
adhesive 
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4. Pre-stretch the cord by grabbing both ends and pulling (gently) 
away from the center, then let it bounce back into shape. 

5. Place sticky tape on one end of the cord to keep your pearls from 
falling off as you string. 

6. String your pearls on the cord. Get creative and alternate colors if 
you want. You can also swap in other bead shapes other than pearls 
as the photos on the previous page indicate. 

TIP: The coating on crystal pearls sometimes covers the holes so it’s 
difficult to get the cord through. If that happens, use a straight pin 
to clear the hole so the cord slides in more easily.  

7. Stop adding beads when the length of beads is enough to fit 
comfortably around your wrist. 

Finishing 

1. Move the beads to the center of the cord, then grab both ends and 
knot them together with a Surgeon's Knot (see right) close to the 
beads (leave some wiggle room, but don’t leave a large gap).  

2. Place a small amount of glue in a puddle on the aluminum foil.  

3. Use a toothpick to take a small amount of that glue and apply it 
directly to the knot.  

4. Place the bracelet aside to dry for 24 hours.  

5. Trim the cord ends close to the knot and wear. J 

 

Surgeon’s Knot 

Tie as if making an overhand knot, 
but wrap the string around twice 
instead of just once: 

 

Then tie another overhand knot, crossing 
the left string over the right: 

 

About the Designer 

Catherine Chant has been crocheting 

for almost 40 years and making jewelry 
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beaded earrings was featured in the 

Spring, 2011 issue of Stringing magazine.  

She dabbles in many other crafts as well, 

such as knitting. cross-stitch and polymer 

clay, and contributes pattern and project 

articles to the crafting inspiration site 

CreativeMindAndHands.com.  

Catherine sells handmade knit, crochet 

and jewelry gifts through her Etsy store 

CraftsByCathy.Etsy.com. You can 
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websites CatherineChant.com and 
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